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What follows is a provision-by-provision and Schedule-by-Schedule commentary on the International Arbitration Act 1974 (Cth). The only exclusion from the text's scope is commentary concerning sch 1, which reproduces the New York Convention. This exclusion is sensible, given that (as the authors explain in their 'Preface') commentary has been included on the provisions of pt II which implement the New York Convention in Australia. 13 In any event, a multitude of other authoritative commentaries exist concerning the New York Convention which could be resorted to if required.
14 Notwithstanding its exclusion from the commentary's scope, the text of the New York Convention is helpfully included for reference. 15 Context remains an important theme throughout the text's commentary. As it moves through its consideration of each provision, The International Arbitration Act 1974: A Commentary draws upon reference to legislative histories (both domestic and the relevant international instruments' travaux préparatoires), the effect of amending legislation, the Act's interaction with other pieces of Australian legislation, and importantly relevant case law.
In relation to case law, Holmes and Brown strike an appropriate balance between the domestic context of the Act and the international origin of its constituent instruments by considering both local and foreign jurisprudence. 
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, 27 and it is entirely possible that more will have followed by the time of this review's publication. However, notwithstanding this point, Holmes and Brown have thoroughly dealt with the state of the law as at the time of writing and those with experience in the area and newcomers alike will benefit immensely from their efforts to present the Act as a piece of annotated legislation. 
